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Master’s programme Linguistics
(MA Linguistics)

81 The study programme

The MA Linguistics is aimed at graduates of linguistic or philological bachelors’ pro-
grammes. Students expand and deepen their analytical linguistic knowledge and skills
in one of the following areas: General Linguistics, English Linguistics, German Linguis-
tics, Romance Linguistics or Slavic Linguistics.

A double-degree (DD) option is available for the MA Linguistics. In this case, students
either spend the first year of studies at the University of Konstanz and the second year
at the Universita di Verona (“home university” Konstanz), or they spend the first year
at the Universita di Verona and the second year at the University of Konstanz (“home
university” Universita di Verona). The DD option is an extra area of specialization.

82 Required ECTS credits

The MA Linguistics consists of seven modules. Students have to acquire a total of 120
ECTS! credits (cr). 54 cr have to be earned in the general area (Modules 1 and 2 as
well as 7) and 66 cr in the respective area of specialization (Modules 3 to 6).

1 Explanation of abbreviations: DD = double degree; ECTS cr = credits in line with the European
Credit Transfer System; P/WP = obligatory / required elective; Art = course type (VL = lecture, Sem =
seminar; U = practical tutorial); SL = coursework; PL = assessment (HA = written assignment, Kl =
written exam, Ref = oral presentation; So = other form of written/oral assessment; var = variable: the
assessment type will be announced by the course instructor at the beginning of the course); Sem. =
semester(s) in which the course has to be attended, ENR = contributing to the final grade.
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8§83 Special provisions for the double-degree option

(1) Based on the cooperation agreement with Universita di Verona on offering a DD
option, students can complete this study programme with a double degree. The provi-
sions apply as outlined in the agreement between the Universities of Verona and Kon-
stanz.

(2) In the DD option, students acquire a master’s degree at both partner universities if
the following requirements are met:

1. Complete documentation of the successfully completed first year of studies (60
ECTS credits) in the master's programme (DD option) at the home university.

2. Successful completion of the second year of studies in the master’s programme
(DD option) at the other university.

3.  The universities mutually recognize the work students complete in line with the
regulations described in the appendix, stating that coursework and performance
assessments completed in the study programme Linguistics at the Universita di
Verona are recognized for the MA Linguistics in Konstanz and vice versa.

4. The grades achieved in coursework and performance assessments are con-
verted using the subject-specific grade conversion table (see appendix).

5. The overall grade of the master’'s examination is determined as described in § 8.

84 Content of the study programme

The subject of the programme is the theoretical description and analysis of linguistic
structures and their formalization. The MA Linguistics provides the necessary
knowledge and skills to pursue an academic career. Students will also be able to deal
professionally with theoretical and practical linguistic issues and to practise language-
centred professions. The study programme imparts analytical and methodical compe-
tence and, depending on the area of specialization, the synchronic and/or diachronic
analysis of one or more languages is deepened. Good knowledge of English is required
(Level B2). A stay abroad at a university outside of Germany is highly recommended
(creditable in Module 6).
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8 4.1 Modules for all areas of specialization
Module 1: Core areas of linguistics, compulsory module, 18 cr
Course / module unit P/WP | Art PL cr ENR | Sem
Core components of language A
(phonetics, phonology and morphology) P S KI 9 yes 1-2
Core components of language B p s K| 9 yes 1-2
(syntax, semantics and pragmatics)

Module 1 deepens the already acquired knowledge in the core areas by means of
exercises and texts. The module is completed when students have acquired 18 cr from
different parts of the module.

Module 2: Methods in linguistics, required elective module, 12 cr

Course P/WP | Type PL cr ENR | Sem
Statistics WP S Kl/So 6 yes 1-2
Experimental methods WP S var 6 yes 1-2
Automatic text processing WP S var 6 yes 1-2

(e.g. Perl/Python)

Formal and further current
linguistic methodology WP S var 6 yes 1-2
(e.g., logic, field research)

Module 2 provides methodological skills for research in linguistics. The module is com-
pleted when students have acquired 12 cr from different parts of the module.

Modules 3 to 6: See areas of specialization (8 4.2 to 4.7)
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Module 7: Research, master’s thesis and oral examination, compulsory module,
24 cr

In the final module of the programme, students write the master’s thesis and take the
oral master’s examination.

Exam component P/WP | Art PL/StL cr ENR | Sem
Research colloquium
not at: Universita di Verona P S Ref/So 3 no 3-4
Master’s thesis P maste_r S 18/21* yes 4
thesis
Oral master’s examination P o_ral . 3 yes 4
examination

*Students who write their master’s thesis at the Universita di Verona receive 21 ECTS
credits, since the master’s thesis there is more extensive than at the University of Kon-
stanz. In turn, these students do not have to complete the research colloquium.

8§ 4.2 Area of specialization General Linguistics

The area of specialization General Linguistics has a focus on theoretical linguistics
including interface research. The teaching and examination languages are usually Ger-
man and English.

Module 3: In-depth study of structure, required elective module, 18 cr

Course P/WP Art PL cr ENR Sem

Structure A

(phonetics, phonology or morphology) WP S var 9 yes 2-3

Structure B

. . WP S var 9 yes 2-3
(syntax, semantics or pragmatics)

The module is completed when students have acquired 18 cr from different courses.
This means they can also take two courses from the same part of the module.
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Module 4: Variation and change, required elective module, 9 cr
Course P/WP | Art PL cr ENR | Sem
Language history WP S var 9 yes 1-3
Language comparison WP S var 9 yes 1-3
The module is completed when students have acquired 9 cr.
Module 5: Theory and data, required elective, 18 cr
Course P/WP | Art PL cr ENR | Sem
Current research topics WP S var 9 yes 2-3
Language and cognition WP S var 9 yes 2-3

The module is completed when students have acquired 18 cr from different courses.
This means they can also take two courses from the same part of the module.

Module 6: Supplementary area (freely selectable linguistic courses / language
practice / neighbouring areas), 21 cr

Course P/WP Art StL cr ENR | Sem
Linguistics WP S var var no 1-4
Neighbouring areas WP | S/VL/U var var no 1-4
Language practice WP U var var no 1-4
Transferable skills WP U] var max. 6 no 1-4

In the field of linguistics, students can take seminars on other linguistic topics. In the
field of neighbouring areas, they can take seminars on other subjects such as litera-
ture, art, media, psychology, philosophy, computer science, mathematics and statis-
tics. Students can choose any language other than English as language practice, in-
cluding German as a foreign language; transferable skills courses must be creditable
for masters’ programmes. A semester abroad is highly recommended. The suggested
point of time for going abroad is Semester 2 and/or 3. The module is completed when
students have acquired 21 cr.
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The area of specialization English Linguistics has a linguistic focus on English and is
concerned with variation and the acquisition of the English language system. The

teaching and examination language is usually English.

Module 3: Structure of English, required elective module, 18 cr

Course P/WP Art PL cr ENR Sem
Structure A
(phonetics, phonology or morphology) WP S var 9 yes 2-3
Structure B
(syntax, semantics or pragmatics) wp S var 9 yes | 2-3

The module is completed when students have acquired 18 cr from different courses.
This means they can also take two courses from the same part of the module.

Module 4: Variation and change, required elective module, 18 cr

Course WP Art PL cr ENR | Sem
History of the English language

(e.g. Old English, Middle English, Early WP S var 9 yes 1-3
Modern English)

Language variation and change (e.g. 3
sociolinguistics, varieties of English) WP S var 9 yes 1-3

The module is completed when students have acquired 18 cr from different parts of

the module.

Module 5: Theory and data, required elective module, 9 cr

Course P/WP | Art PL cr ENR | Sem
Language contact WP S var yes 2-3
Language and cognition WP S var yes 2-3
Current research topics WP S var yes 2-3

The module is completed when students have acquired 9 cr.
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Module 6: Supplementary area (free choice of linguistic courses /language prac-
tice / neighbouring areas), 21 cr

Course P/WP Art Cw cr ENR Sem
Linguistics WP S var var no 1-4
Neighbouring areas WP SIVL/U var var no 1-4
Language practice WP U] var var no 1-4
Transferable skills WP U] var max. 6 no 1-4

In the field of linguistics, students can take seminars on other linguistic topics. In the
field of neighbouring areas, they can take seminars on other subjects such as litera-
ture, art, media, psychology, philosophy, computer science, mathematics and statis-
tics. Students should choose English for language practice; the transferable skills
courses must be creditable for masters’ programmes. A semester abroad in an Eng-
lish-speaking country is highly recommended. The suggested point of time for going
abroad is Semester 2 and/or 3. The module is completed when students have acquired
21 cr.

(-..)
8 4.7 Area of specialization Double-Degree Option with the Universita di Ve-
rona

In the double degree (DD) option, students focus on theoretical linguistics and apply it
to social issues such as multilingualism and language policy. The teaching and exam-
ination language is usually English.

Module 3: Structure, required elective module, 18 cr

Course P/WP | Art PL cr ENR | Sem
Structure A

(phonetics, phonology or morphology) WP S var 9 yes 2-3
Structure B WP S var 9 yes 2-3

(syntax, semantics or pragmatics)

The module is completed when students have acquired 18 cr from different courses.

University of Konstanz, Universitaetsstrasse 10, 78464 Konstanz, Germany



UNIVERSITY OF KONSTANZ

Excerpts of Appendix B to the study and examination regulations for
the masters’ programmes in the humanities

Subject Linguistics B 6.20
(general provisions for the MA Linguistics and regulations for the areas
of specialization General Linguistics, English Linguistics, and Double-
Degree Option with the Universita di Verona)
-8-
Module 4: Language change, required elective, 9 cr
Course P/WP | Art PL cr ENR | Sem
Historical linguistics P S var 9 yes 1-3
The module is completed when students have acquired 9 cr.
Module 5: Applied linguistics, required elective module, 18 cr
Course P/WP | Art PL cr ENR | Sem
SOC|oI|r_1_gU|st|q and sociological aspects WP s var 9 yes 1
of multilingualism
Multilingual language acquisition WP S var 9 yes 2

The module is completed when students have acquired 18 cr from different courses.

Module 6: Related disciplines and language courses (free choice of linguistics
course / language practice / neighbouring areas), 21 cr

Course P/WP Art StL cr ENR Sem
Linguistics WP S var var no 1-4
Related disciplines (e_:.g., poli- WP SVL/U var var no 1-4
tics, psychology, sociology)

Foreign language courses WP U var var no 1-4

This module expands the interdisciplinary nature of the study programme. Students
have the option of attending relevant seminars from the other linguistics masters’ pro-
grammes as well as seminars from other subjects, or completing language practice
courses. The module is completed when students have acquired 21 cr.
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85  Structure of the study programme

The following table is an exemplary schedule of the modules and exam parts in the MA
Linguistics:

Semester Course title Credits
1 1 course from Module 1 9
2 courses from Module 2 12
1 course from Module 4 9
> 30
2 1 course from Module 1 9
2 courses from Modules 3-5 18
1 course from Module 6 3
> 30
3 2 courses from Modules 3-5 18
courses from Module 6 12
> 30
4 courses from Module 6 6
Module 7
, . , L . 24
(master’s thesis, oral master’s examination, colloguium)
> 30
total ECTS credits to be earned 120

The following table shows an exemplary study plan for Semester 1 and 2 for students
in the area of specialization DD Option with the Universita di Verona who start their
studies at the University of Konstanz (“home university” Konstanz). For Semester 3
and 4 in Verona, students have to choose courses corresponding to Module 3, Module
6 and Module 7.

Semester Course title Credits
1 1 course from Module 1 9
1 course from Module 2 6
1 course from Module 4 9
1 course from Module 5 9
> 33
2 1 course from Module 1 9
1 course from Module 2 6
1 course from Module 5 9
1 course from Module 6 3
> 27
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Students who start their studies at the Universita di Verona (“home university” Verona)
have usually earned 60 ECTS credits before coming to the University of Konstanz. The
following table shows an example plan of study for Semester 3 and 4.

Semester Course title Credits
land?2 recognized credits from Verona 60
3 1 course from Module 2 (methods) 6
1 course from Module 4 (language change) 9
1 course from Module 3 (structure) 9
courses from Module 6 6
> 30
4 courses from Module 6 6
Module 7
, . , _— : 24
(master’s thesis, oral master’'s examination, colloquium)
> 30
total ECTS credits to be earned 120

86 Course and examination languages

Courses are held in German, English or one of the languages studied. The examination
language can be German, English or one of the languages studied.

87 Master’s examination

(1) Students have to complete the course-related performance assessments specified
in 8 2in Modules 1to 7.

(2) Final examination

Master's thesis as per § 22 of the general study and examination regulations: Stu-
dents have to complete the thesis within four months and have to show that they
are able to work independently according to scientific principles in a limited field
(18 cr). Deviating from this, students writing their master’s thesis at the Universita
di Verona receive 21 ECTS credits, as the master’s thesis there is more extensive
than at the University of Konstanz. In turn, these students do not have to complete
the research colloquium (Module 7).
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1. The master’s thesis is written in German, English or one of the languages studied.

Students in the DD option with the Universita di Verona have to write their master’'s
thesis in English. If all parties agree, it can also be written in another modern foreign
language. In this case, an English abstract of the thesis is also required. The mas-
ter’s thesis of DD students is assessed by one reviewer each from the University of
Konstanz and the Universita di Verona.

2. Final oral examination (3 cr, 30 minutes)

The final oral examination includes a colloquium on the topic of the master’s thesis
and an examination of the linguistic basics. It is held in German, English or one of
the languages studied.

For DD students, the oral examination is in English. With the approval of the exam-
iners, it can also take place in German or lItalian. If possible, one examiner from
each of the two partner universities will conduct the examination. The final oral ex-
amination is a colloquium on the topic of the master’s thesis.

88 Calculation of the overall grade

The overall grade is calculated as follows:

Grades for each of the Modules 1 through 5 are calculated as the arithmetic mean of
the module part grades of the module units that are relevant for the final grade,
weighted according to ECTS credits.

The grades for Modules 1 through 5 and Module 7 count towards the final grade, ac-
cording to the number of relevant ECTS credits.

The grade for Module 7 is calculated as follows: The grade for the master’s thesis is
multiplied by three; the grade for the oral examination is not multiplied.

Module 6 does not count towards the final grade.

89 Effective date and transitional provisions

(1) The German version of these subject-specific regulations comes into effect on
1 October 2023.

(2) At the same time the previously valid version of the subject-specific regulations
dated 14 June 2017 (Amtliche Bekanntmachungen ‘official announcements’
24/2017), amended on 11 March 2021 (Amtliche Bekanntmachungen 10/2021),
expires.
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Appendices (for the DD option with Verona)

- Grade conversion table Konstanz-Verona
- Tables of corresponding coursework / performance assessments Konstanz-Verona

Note

The German version of these examination regulations was published in the Amtliche Bekanntma-
chungen ‘official announcements’ of the University of Konstanz No. 19/2023 on 28 March 2023.

Appendix 1: Grade conversion table

Konstanz Verona
1 29, 30
1,3 28

1,7 27

2 26
2,3 25, 24
2,7 23
3,0 22
3,3 21,20
3,7 19

4 18

In cases where it is possible to convert a German grade to two different Italian point
values, the better value is used, e.g. the German grade 2,3 corresponds to the Italian
value 25.
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Appendix 2: Table of corresponding coursework / performance assessments
Konstanz-Verona

for the DD option with the first year of study at the “home university” Konstanz and the second

year at Universita di Verona

Year | Mod. (Ecxr;;lmples for courses in Konstanz Tgrt' Corresponding courses in Verona (cr)
CORE COMPONENTS - Semantics and pragmatics (L-LIN/01) (6)
- Phonetics, phonology, morphology (9) - Levels of linguistic analysis (L-LIN/01) (6)
- Syntax, semantics, pragmatics (9) - Morpho-syntax (L-LIN/01) (6)
- Argomentazione e comunicazione (M-
1 18 FIL/O1) (6)
- Linguistica italiana (L-FIL-LET/12) (6)
- Semiotica (M-FIL/05) (6)
- Textual scholarship and editorial tech-
niques (L-FIL-LET/13) (6)
METHODS
- Statistics (6) - Informatica (INF/01) (6)
1 2 | - Experimental methods (6) 12 | - Statistics for the humanities (SECS-S/01)
- Automatische Textverarbeitung (6) (6)
- Formal methods (6)
VARIATION AND CHANGE
4 - Historical linguistics (9) 9 - Historical linguistics (L-LIN/01) (6)
- Comparative linguistics (9)

ADDITIONAL CLASSES
- Additional linguistics classes

- Language learning (L-LIN/02) (12)
- Psychology and cognitive sciences (M-

1-2 6 | - Language classes 21 PSI/01) (6) .
- Classes in neighbouring disciplines - Further language skills (3)
- Other activities

STRUCTURE IN DEPTH - Comparative Germanic syntax (L-LIN/14)
- German linguistics (9) ®

3 - Romance linguistics (9) 18 |~ English linguistics LM (L-LIN/12) (6)

2 - Slavic linguistics (9) - Linguistica espafiola LM (L-LIN/O7) (6)

- English linguistics (9) - Linguistique francaise LM (L-LIN/04) (6)
- General linguistics (9) - Russian linguistics (L-LIN/21) (6)

7 MA EXAMINATION 24 | MA examination

120

*In Year 1, students are (i) reminded to take Module 5 and (ii) encouraged to pick from Module 6 to reach a 60

credit minimum.
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Appendix 3: Table of corresponding coursework / performance assessments Ve-
rona-Konstanz

for the DD option with the first year of study at the “home university” Verona and the second
year at the University of Konstanz; it is not 1:1 equivalent with the table in Appendix 3, as there
are minor differences between the curricula.

Year | TAF* | Examples for courses in Verona (cr) TCort. (((::?)rrespondmg courses in Konstanz
- Levels of linguistic analysis (L-LIN/O1) (6)
B |- Morpho-syntax (L-LIN/O1) (6) 18 | Module 1 CORE COMPONENTS
- Semantics and pragmatics (L-LIN/01) (6)
- Ancient Anatolian linguistics and philology (L-
OR/04) (6)
c |- Filologia romanza LM (L-FIL-LET/09) (6) 6 Module 4 VARIATION AND CHANGE /
- Germanic philology Im (L-FIL-LET/15) (6) Module 5 APPLIED LINGUISTICS
1 - cnaesHckas dpunonorusg (Slavic philology LM)
(L-LIN/21) (6)
- Informatica (INF/01) (6)
B . Statistics for the humanities (SECS-S/01) (6) Sl [EUE 2 ETTR OIS
- Argomentazione e comunicazione (M-FIL/01)
(6) Module 1 CORE COMPONENTS /
c |- Linguistica italiana (L-FIL-LET/12) (6) 6 Module 2 METHODS /
- Semiotica (M-FIL/05) (6) Module 4 VARIATION AND CHANGE /
- Textual scholarship and editorial techniques Module 6 ADDITIONAL CLASSES
(L-FIL-LET/13) (6)
- Comparative Germanic syntax (L-LIN/14) (9)
- English linguistics LM (L-LIN/12) (9)
1-2 B | - Linglistica espafiola LM (L-LIN/O7) (9) 18 | Module 3 STRUCTURE IN DEPTH
- Linguistique francaise LM (L-LIN/04) (9)
- Russian linguistics (L-LIN/21) (9)
1-2 D |- Activities to be chosen by the student 12 | Module 6 ADDITIONAL CLASSES
1-2 F | - Further language skills 3 | Module 6 ADDITIONAL CLASSES
F - Other activities 3 | Module 6 ADDITIONAL CLASSES
1-2
e Module 4 VARIATION AND CHANGE /
B | - Historical linguistics (L-LIN/O1) (6) 6 Module 6 ADDITIONAL CLASSES
2 | B |- Poychology and copmive cences (- | 6 | Module 8 ADDITIONAL CLASSES
yenology 9 Module 5 APPLIED LINGUISTICS
PSI/01) (6)
2 E | MA examination 24 | MA examination
120

*TAF (type of educational activity): all courses and activities are classified into different types of educational activi-
ties, indicated by a letter.
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